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ding them to cross the threshold of the Union Club, on
account of the high play for which that institution was
notorious. The club deeply resented being thus placed
under a ban, and sent its president, the late Duke of Rati-
bor, to the aged emperor to entreat him to rescind his
grandson's order, on the ground that it was a reflection upon
the most aristocratic and exclusive club of all Germany,
besides being unjust to the officers of the regiment, some
of whom were among the most brilliant and popular mem-
bers of that institution. Old Emperor William, after in-
quiring whether Prince William had really issued such an
order, shook his head rather seriously for a few minutes,
and then told the duke that he would see what he could
do, but that knowing his grandson well, he feared that
there would be a good deal of difficulty about the matter.
On the following morning, when young Prince William
came to pay his daily visit to his grandfather, the latter
broached the subject to him with the utmost caution, and
with manifest expectation of encountering a refusal. Nor
was lie disappointed. For no sooner had he ^mentioned the
matter than the young prince declared in the most posi-
tive manner that nothing would induce him to rescind his
order, and that rather than give way, he would resign com-
mand of the regiment, arguing that in such, a matter espe-
cially he could brook no interference. The old emperor
admitted in a rather shame-faced way that his grandson
was in the right, excused himself for having mentioned
the matter, did all that he could to soothe what he be-
lieved to be the ruffled feelings of the prince, and on the
following day told the Duke of Ratibor that he was very
sorry, but that, in spite of all his efforts, he had been unable
to accomplish anything with his grandson in the way de-
sired.the greater portionperor rings up anybody, he does not an--them !ular school
